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numbered; on page 308, the definition cited here as "V. 5" in 
Euclid is "V. 4" in the Dover edition; on page 317, the Hilbert 
reference should be [95], not [93]; on page 356, note 2 of page 
61, should read "See page 36, n. 1." 
The book is supplied with copious notes, a long bibliography, 
and an index. It can serve as useful reading for students of 
the history of mathematics, as well as a source book for the 
scholar. 
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Since the present reviewer and Professor Bilinski indepen- 
dently rediscovered Baldi's previously lost Lives of the 
Mathematicians in 1972-1973, interest in this landmark in the 
historiography of mathematics has quickened, and it may not be 
long before an edition and translations of the ZOO-odd lives 
are available; only a third of them have been edited to date, 
none of them in English translation. (Bilinski, p. 65, counts 
202 lives and claims that 76 have been published to date; I 
count 204, of which 59 appeared.) 
The Prolegomena offer a very useful description and listing 
of the rediscovered lives, together with an account of the his- 
tory of the codices and notes on Baldi himself. Since Bilinski 
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wrote, further material on Baldi's biography has appeared in 
[Rose 19751, which also treats Baldi's scientific and historical 
thought in some detail. 
Bilinski has amassed a large amount of information but he 
does not claim knowledge of the internal history of mathematics 
and he presents a mainly bibliographical and philological account 
of the Lives. This approach has its limitations, particularly 
if one wishes to learn something of the underlying perceptions 
in Baldi's work. Thus, in his chapter on Baldi as a historian 
of mathematics (pp. 72 ff.), Bilinski does not really get far 
beyond saying that Baldi entertained a biographical and "heroic" 
idea of the history of mathematics. To go further would require 
an appreciation of how Baldi himself understood the history of 
mechanics as the archetypal case in which the vague physical 
principles of Aristotle gave way to the precise mathematical 
proofs of Archimedes. For Baldi, Archimedes was the supreme 
figure in this historical development and so assumes a position 
similar to that held by Michelangelo in Vasari's Lives of the 
Artists, another Renaissance biographical history and one which 
served as a model for Baldi. It is thus possible to link Baldi's 
historiography with his work on mechanics and to see that the 
Lives were not simply the historical opus they seem to be from 
Bilinski's point of view, but rather an effort by Baldi to 
provide a justification for his own application of Archimedean- 
type proofs to statics, particularly to problems involving 
centers of gravity. (See [Rose 1975, 252, 266 ff.1.) 
REFERENCE 
1. Rose, P. L. 1975. Italian renaissance of mathematics. 
Geneva. 
